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fortunately existed for so long, and will be unreservedly accepted as such by the
Indian community.

/ am, etc.,
E. M. GORGES

M. K, GANDHI, Esq.
GAPE TOWN

Colonial Office Records: 551/58

APPENDIX XXVH

(/) GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S DESPATCH TO COLONIAL OFFICE

CAPE TOWN,
July 4, 1914

SIR,

The agreement reached between General Smuts and Mr. Gandhi upon
outstanding administrative points, as reported to you by telegraph on the
1st instant, is a welcome sequel to the enactment of the Indians* Relief Bill,
and presages, I trust, a respite from those Indians' troubles which have formed
the subject of constant correspondence during practically the whole of my
residence in this country.

2, I enclose herewith copies of the two letters1 which were summarised in my tele-
gram. The concessions promised by the Minister display a spirit of generosity
and statesmanship. All Mr. Gandhi's stipulations which were recorded in my
Secret Despatch of the 30th May have been met, although in regard to the
preservation of vested rights in the administration of existing laws and parti-
cularly of the Transvaal Gold Law, the general assurance given towards the end
of Mr. Gorges* letter is less precise and categorical than Mr. Gandhi desired.
This point, I believe, was found the most difficult of adjustment. On Sunday
last General Smuts said that on the previous day he had received Mr, Gandhi
in an interview lasting a couple of hours, and that, apart from the question of
the administration of the Gold Law, an agreement was in sight. Upon the
Gold Law, however, Mr. Gandhi's demands involved an extension rather than a
confirmation of vested rights as understood by the Minister, and he did not
tfrink it would be possible to give the specific assurance for which he was
asked. Being anxious for a settlement, he was still considering what could
be done, but he doubted that he would be able to go as far as Mr. Gandhi
wished. The further negotiations were conducted by Mr. Gorges, and in the
end Mr. Gandhi, either in a mood of sweet reasonableness or from reluctance

* The reference is to E. M. Gorges* letter to Gandhlji of June 30,1914,
the preceding appendix, and Gaadhiji's reply thereto of the same date
fcj>. 438-9).